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Extracts from the writings of 
BISHOP HOADLY. 


[Concluded from page 204.] 


Aud, First. This unbappiness manifestly proceed- 
ed, in the first ages of the gospel, from the prejudices 
and passions of the unbelieving world, both Jews and 
Gentiles. This I meution first, because the distur- 
bance and disquiet that sprang from this original was 
frst in order of time, commencing immediately with 
the goepel itself; and was what our Lord chiefly re- 
spected in the text, which was spoken to the persons, 
who were themselves to be the first propagators of this 
religion aud the first witnesses to this fatal consequence 
ofit. A scene of violence and fury immediately at- 
teuded the opening of the gospel to the world. The 
preachers and propagators of it were persecuted beyond 
what bed been known in the world before; and all 
the sincere professors of it hated by their very friends 
and relations, and pursued by all the evils of this world, 
and all that is terrible to flesh and blood. Indeed, this 
persecution and these dissensions had not happened in 
the world, if christianity had not been preached to the 
nations of it. 

But shal) not God do his part to the reforming and 
amending the world, beeause there are some in it that 
will aake this very attempt of his an occasion of their 
growing woree?) Sha not God send a divive person 
into the world to preach a pure and boly religion, full 
of eharity, om and peace, becauve Some wil) 
make this an opportunity of their increating in Gerce- 
ness snd inhumanity ?> Had the christien religion, in- 
deed, given the unbelieving world any reason to be so 
incensed against it and so inhospitable to ite professors, 
tome what might be said in vindication of their practice, 
and some blame justly laid ‘at the door of christianity 
But wicked men raised this terrible scene of persecu- 
tian against it, not becausé they had no reason to re- 
ceive it, but because they would not. And they would 
not receive it, because it was against their interests, or 
their lusts, or their humors, to receive it. Not that it 
divested any of the magistrates of this world of their 
lawful authority, or dissolved the obligation of obed- 
ience in their subjects. Not that it concerned itself 
with the rights and privileges of kingdows and civil so- 
Cicties ; or brake in upon the government, or discipline 
ofnations, Not tbat it tended in its nature to render 
tociety disagreeable ; to make men i)) natured, or mo- 
Tore, or uucharitable, or unjust, or cruel, or bypocriti- 
cal; of recommended any thing to mankind contrary 
tothe peace and quiet of the state. Nothing of this 
could be laid to its charge by its greatest adversaries, 

But the truth of the case was this. They hated and 
derided it, because, if it had universally taken place, 
the follies and superstitions of their received forms of 
worship must have vanished, and the whole fabric of 
their forefather's religion been shaken and ruined. Let 
& form of worship be never bo tedious with pompous 
Serewonies, never so full of fopperies and ridiculous 
ereulmstancer, never so unworthy of reasonable crea- 
tures to offer, or of Gad to receive ; Vet there is! 
kvow not what fondness for it, riveted in the mind- 
and affections of men, if it descended down to the: 
from their forefathers, and can bul plead age and pre. 
SCription. 

But perhaps christianity, with the evidence that . 


fret gecompanied at, might have got over this difficulty, 


and have borne down this blind and senseless venera- 
tion of antiquity. But this was not all it had to en- 
counter, It opposed the passions, and lusts, and pre- 
sent worldly interests of men. The Jews saw, it con- 
demned and opposed that course of sensuality and cov- 
etousness they were generally engaged in; and that it 
put an end to their hopes of temporal prosperity, and 
fleshly pleasure, and triumphs over their enemies, un- 
der the reign of their Messiah. The great men of the 
world found it most opposite to the main design of their 
lives; and irreconcileable with that ambition, and 
pride, and insatiable Jove of riches and grandeur, which 
they had entertained, and could not part with. A ve- 
ry smal) part of the world, as things went then, found 
any the least comfort or satisfaction in any of its pro- 
posals. These were the reasons why both Jews and 
Gentiles made it their business to crush it in its infan- 
cy ; and to persecute, even to death, the first preach- 
ers and professors of it; because they carried such evi- 
dence along with them, in the miracles they every 
where wrought, that they judged it must presently gain 
ground, if not thus heartily and inhumanly resisted.— 
This is a plain account how it came to pass, that the 
christian religion was at first the occasion of mach dis- 
turbance, and of bitter persecutions, in the world,— 
And whether this proceeded from any thing blameable 
in itself, or from the unreasonable prejudices and deep- 
rooted vices of the unbelieving world, may be Jeft to 
any one of common sense to judge. 


Let us now turn our thoughts from the unbeheving-to 
the believing world; from the men, that persecuted 
christianity, to the men, that have embraced and do 
profess it. And, as we have before observed bow much 
hatred and division, how many barbarities and perse- 
cutions, amongst christians themselves, have taken 
their rise from religion, and: been fonnded on a sacred 
principle ; so let us now Consider whence this unhap- 
piness, amongst the disciples of the same master, bath 
proceeded, and from what root it hath sprung. 


Secondly. Therefore it is very plain that much of 
this unhappiness hath proceeded from the projects, and 
designs, the ambition, or pride, or covetousness, of the 
wicked part of the christian world. Men know that 
there is no better, nor more moving pretence, than the 
care of religion and the church of God; and, therefore, 
this must be the engine to set forward their undertak- 
ings ; and their unhallowed lips must profane holy 
words, that these boly words may sanctify their un- 
hallowed actions. ‘Thus, for instance, if the bounds of 
power are to be enlarged beyond right and just; ifa 
number of men must be extitpated, banished, or de- 
pressed ; something iu religion and the church is often 
brought in, to color over the vile wickedness, to shel- 
ter it from scandal, and ripen it for success. Ifa 
prince’s favorable smile be to be obtained for one sort 


religion and the worship of God. 
| This metbed is frequetitly made ute of by those, who 
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meao nothing more than the compassing their own de- their mnocence and simplicity to the misehief of ofbers 


signs, the enlarging their own credit and interest, the | and the ewin of peace, «nd render their harmiessnecs of 
ingratiating themselves with some whose favor may {fatal in ite influence upon the world, as if they were ~ 
turn to goud uccount. And so the peace of human so- | clothed with birharity and ernelty, 
ciety, the quiet of the world, and the satisfaction und veoms patt, therefore, of a good ‘man's character, .who 
contentment of their neighbors, wre swecrificed, al all i< obliged to act in society, that Le sees with 0 

adventures, (o their own private covetousness, or om- | wen's eyes, or hears with other men's eas; or that Be - 





bition, or pride, or revenge, or some wicked humor ¢r 
other. And, because nothing better can be pretended, 
religion must be drawn into the quarrel ; whilst these 
men themselves, who are the forwardest (o hide their 
designs under the mask of something holy, are of all 
others the most ready to reproach religion itself on this 
very account, and the first to object against it the ma- 


ny disturbances and disquiets it hath occasioned in the 
world. 


It is indeed absurdly ri. lous, to hear men of no- 
torious looseness, men of profane and atheistical con- 
versations, solicitous about the honor of God; and to 
see how men, who have either never appeared at the 
public worship, or never appeared there with decency, 
can, Upon occasion, conceive a mighty concern for the 
credit and beauty of it; how their breasts can labor 
with the heat of a pious zeal; and al! their designs and 
endeavors, on a sudden, be directed to the maintaining 


and supporting the church of God. But this must be. 


expected, we see plainly, whilst there are wicked and 
designing men, under the covert of the christian pro- 
fession, in this world. For they that have selfish and 
uncbristian designs, they that make no scruple of cher- 
ishing ambition, or pride, or covetousness, or revenge, 
will never make any scraple of using religion atid the 
church, as instruments to promote the designs such 
tempers of aiind will put them upon. 

Add to this, Thirdly, that much of the unhappiness 
we ere vow spetking of, may bave proceeded from the 
passions, and weaknesees, and imprucdences of sincere 
christians ; ebristians that truly design well, and desire 
to promote the honor of their master and their religion. 
A good christian will never indeed knowingly interpose 
in the promoting any design, or advancing any Cause, 
to the destroction of the peace and quiet of the chris- 
tian world; but a good christian is uot alwaye secure, 
or out of danger of being impored upon, when this 
cause is varbished over and painted before his eyes, so 
as to appear quite another thing. Howest men are of- 
ten led by knaves; and msde the tools of those, 





whom they would abhor, if they knew their insides.— * 


They are often drawn in to give credit to a catse, 
which, without their presence, would not be tolerable ; 
that co their example may be urged in defeuce of what 
wants better argumenis. 

Christisnity doth not make men more discerning, or 
more } atned in the wisdom of this world, thon it binds 
them. But yet, it neither commands, nor disposes 
men to be cheated and imposed npon by every pre- 
tence. {It doth not instruct them to pul on an air of 
snconcernedness or indifference in what respects the 
happiness of mankind or the society they belong to ; 
nor doth it educate them in stapidity, or a disregard of 


every thing but their own private devotion and piety. | 


But, as it is for from sending them into deserts and sol-- 


itudes, into places unfrequented by human society ; as 


of men, and his. displeasure te be kindled aguinst| it chiefly commends to them the practice of tho-e vir- 
another ; it is offen seen that nothing wil] more effec- | tues, that dcorn Conversation oud make the world a- 
tnally do this, than some eonsideretion taken fram | bout them happy; so it recommends to thew tome- 
their difference in epinion, or practice, with relation to! what of the wisdom end cunning of serpents, as well és 


the harmlessness and intiocence of doves ; list the 
wicked and designing part of thie World should manage 
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is, out of an affeeted negligence, op,fond opinion of 

another's abilities, or want of resolution, led blindfold 
by others; because he may often be surprised into 
things of very ill consequence; and, when he little 
thinks of it, bring a scandal upon that religion he hear- 
tily loves. by an unwary helping to make it serve the 
purposes of hatred and division. 

What I have said under these two last heads is, that 
there are wicked and designing men in the world, who 
will, if it be possible, contrive their designs so, as that 
religion and the church shall be drawn in, to bear no 
jconsiderable part in (hem; and that there are good 
and pious men, who will not be at the pains to examine 
their designs thoroughly , or who cannot see through ali 
the color they can lay upon them ; or who are too easily 
cheated and alarmed by their pretences; and that 
upon these accounts it must to happe.:, that something 
in religion will he too often made the occasion of dis- 
order, and uncharitableness, and disseptions, and per- 
secutions, in the world of christians. 

Bat, Fourth/y, much of this unhappiness hath pro- 
ceeded from men’s not being contented with the sim- 
plicity of christianity, as it is to be found in the Gos- 
pels; from their making new creeds; their adding new 
urticles of faith to those Jaid down in the New Testa- 
ment; aud Jaying new impositions upon the rest of 
christians, unknown to Christ and his apostles, This I 
may safely affirm, that, had christians been always con- 
tent with a mutual agreement in the fundamental doc- 
trines of their religion, as they lie in the gospel itself, 
and the indispensable obligation of the practice of all 
the duties commanded in it; much of this fatal conse- 
quence of it might have been hindered, and very mach 
of the scandal redounding from it, have been prevented. 
But there hath ever been an itch, in some or other of 
power and authority, to alter the terms of love and con- 
cord settled by Christ, by framing some new character, 
and some fresh note of distinction, among christians ; 
and this hath ever begot opposition and controversies, 
managed, on all sides, with eggravations and provoca- 
tions ; and this hath brought forth variences, and pas- 
sion, and hatred, in the breasts of those who are sure 
to be condemned by their own law for wantoi love and 
charity. And it ever so happens, as it hath been man- 
ifested by constant experience, that more violence, 
which bath now for many eges passed for zeal, that 
more violence, | say, is shown for these additions, and 
for these lesser and undetermined matters, in which 
the difference lies, than for the most fundamental points 
of faith, or the most necessary points of practice. In 
the practical duties, especially, men seem easy enough; 
and would fain have it thought, that the vilest and 
most enormous crimes are more tolerable in themselves, 
and more inoffensive and harmless to public society, 
than a difference in the least of their additions. 

The greatest (1 would to God I could say the only) 
instances of this, are to be seen where the Romish re- 
ligion is spread. But we must not be so partial to our- 
selves, as to confine this observation to that church, or 
to such additions, or points not essential, as have been 
determined by it. 1 fear it will be found, that too ma- 
ny, who profess to have reformed fiom that church, 
still retain too much of the spirit of it, and too often 
make their own systems and notions the measure of 
their affections, and confine their cordial) love and chris- 
tian charity within the bounds of their own cteed or 
manner of worship. It is certainly true, that there 
have not been greater hatreds, or more unchristian mal- 
jee, amongst christians, than what have sprung from 
this root; and, therefore, this unhappy consequence of 
christianity must be charged, in a great part, upon 
those christians, who, not being content with the sim- 
plicity of christianity as they found it in the gospel, 
haye been perpetually making additions to it accord- 
ing to their own Various opinions or designs. 

Fifthly. Another consideration, near akin to this, 
is, that this ubhappiness amongst christians hath chiedy 
proceeded from men’s mistaking the nature and main 


ldesign of christianity. Did mew but understand and 
consider, that it was not the great design of the chris- 
tian religion to make all the world of one opinion in 
things of little moment; but that it was revealed from 
heaven, chiefly to restore the worship of the one Su- 
preme God, in spirit and in truth ; and to teach men 
to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live sober- 
ly, righteously, and godly, in this world ; they could 
not act the part they so often do, Did men but con- 
sider, {hat the great branch of christian duty is love, 
and good natore, and humanity ; and the distinguish- 
ing mark of a christian, an universal charity; they 
could not but own that Jesus Christ came to plant and 
propagate these in the world. And, then, they would 
abhor the thoughts of making any thing in his institu- 
tion an engine of strife, and malice, and inhumanity. 
Then, they would not think afl things Jawful against 
those that differ from them, nor themselves obliged to 
crush and ruin them. Then, the contention between 
men of various minds would not be, who should have 
the power of oppressing their brethren; but the con- 
test would be, who should love most, and who should 
give the most expressive demonstrations of an uacon- 
fined good nature and an unbounded charity. But 
these, | fear, are but dreams and wishes. 

It would sound something strange, to say that the 
chief design of christianity is too plain to be under- 
stood, and too evident to be seen; and yet it is true, 
that the very plainness of this makes it the Jess attend- 
ed to. Such a Jove there is in men to something not 
so easy to be understood, nor of such importance ; and 
such a readiness to find out other designs of christianity, 
more agreeable to their own worldly projects. 

Can any of all the fiery zealots in the world show 
us any design more worthy of the Son of God's des- 
cending from heaven, than the planting of love and 
peace on earth? more beneficial to the whole race of 
mankind; more for the ease and internal quiet of our 
own breasts; or a better preparative for the calm and 
serene joys of heaven ; for the fruition of that God who 
is love, and of the company of those blessed spirite who 
are the witnesses end ministers of his love? Can they 
show us any design more plainly revealed in the gospel ; 
or any one duty there laid upon us, to which this must 
atany time give place? If they cannot, then votLing 
can ever release us from our obligation to love and 
charity ; or ever excuse tbe Jeast degree of hatred, and 
malice, aud violence ; much less of barbarity and cru- 
elty. Nay, how can it possibly be thought by any 
christians, that a religion, which lays such stress upon 
peace and love, which dwells so eternally upon them ; 
which was founded in love, and so manifestly designed 
for the propagating and establishing good natiire in the 
world ; how can it be imagined, that there is any thing 
in this religion, that can give them occasion to bate, or 
disturb, or persecute, any of their brethren? Unless 
they can think that itself is so framed as to destroy its 
own design ; to oppose its own main end end purpose ; 
and to dissolve the obligations of its own precepts. — 
These things are inconsistent, and too absurd to be 
fastened upon Jesus Christ by any who believé him 
sentofGod. And, would men serivgsly attend to the 
design of the gospel, they could not Gx such absurdi- 
ties upon it; religion would be free from the scandal of 
being the occasion of hatred, and disturbance, and per- 
secution, among-t men; and the world would be free 
from the trouble and plague of them ; society would be 
happy, and God would be glorified, in the universal 
practice of love and peace, 
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Except the love of God be realized 


by the sinner, he can never be led to repentance. 


Our protessors of Christianity, by preaching the wrath 





of God to the sinner, instead of leading him to repent, 











rather prevent him from the same. Tiais can be easily 
perceived by reflecting on the difference which js pro- 
duced by teaching the sinner that God is his fj 
and that he will have mercy on his Creatures ; and by 
teaching him that he is not his friend, and that be will 
punish him endlessly in a future estate, for the sing Com. 
mitted here. Now this may be made more familiar 
by considering the sentiment which supposes that 


God does not punish the sinner in this world for the | 


sin he commits. 

It is taught by some, that if the sinner has been com- 
mitting sin all his life, and should give one moment's 
repentance for his sins, and be heartily sorry for the 
same, he will receive pardon for his past transgressions 
and secure to himself the love of God. Now this in 
been the cause of leading men to continue in sin rather 
than to repent; for they will consider, 1. That if the 
way of transgression is easy, it is much better to Con: 
tinue in sin, and at the close of their lives to repent 
than to walk in the path of virtue, which, (they hiios 
been taught) is hard: 2Qdly. They will consider that 
God is their enemy, and that he requires those things 
of his creatures which are not calculated to produce 
their happiness ; and, 3dly. They are led to look upon 
God as a changeable being, who is at one time their 


friend, and at another time, when they go contrary to 
his commands, their enemy, 


That repentance is necessary for the sinner, I do by 
no means aliempt to dispute; but |} am certainly of 
opinion that the term has not been rightly used by 
some. Tor, though we are not to consider repentance 
as the means by which the wicked men can be brought 
to the favor of God, neither are we to snppove that our 
bad actions change the purposes of God. And ] 
think that if the goodness of God were to be taught, 
instead of endless misery in a future state, it would 
be accompanied with more morality. The doctrine 
which teaches that where sin reigns misery will prevail, 
is well calculated to lead sinners to repentance.-~ 
In the first place it does not give the sinner so much 
liberty for sin.; on the contrary, it teaches him that he 
cannot do a wrong action without bringing himself at 
once into difficulty. He is not taught that God is his 
enemy, but be is assured that he is his friend, and that 
all that he requires of him, is, to do these things which 
contribute to Lis own happiness. Now } may take oo- 
casion to show the fallacy of the other sentiosent.— 
What person that has any understanding could tte so 
blind as to suppose that for one moment's repentance, 
his sins will be forgiven? ‘This instead of keeping the 
good man in the practice of virtue, he is led to imagine 
that there is exquisite pleasure in sin; end, without 
doubt, Le will be led to practice vice. Why? Be- 
cause he has been told that the path of virtue is a hard 
one, and sin is easy, and instead of continuing ina 
right path he will practice vice, considering that be 
will repent before the conclusion of his existence.— 
Now | humbly ask whether such doctrine as this does 
not produce more ungodliness, than the one which 
teaches, ** the way of the transgressor is hard?” 

God has commanded vs to do nothing save those 


things which contribute to our happiness, and hisgood-.' 


ness is wanifested in this; and if we are carefulto 
mark the effects disobedience produces, we shal) want 
ncthing else to prove that the wicked go not onpunish- 
ed. If we compare, then, this doctrine with those 
which have so long been the torment of individuals 
and carefully examine the effects it produces, we shall 


be under the necessity of pronouncing it to be superior . 
As God requires nothing save the happiness of’ 


to any. 
his creatures, it follows, of course, that if we transgress 


his commands, we shel] be unhappy ; so also we should: 


be convinced of his gooduess, and be sensible for what 
purposes we are Commanded to do some things, and to 
shun others, before we can be brought to a thorough 
repentance: and theb, being convinced of the good 
ness of God, we shall, by considering that he requiret 
our happiness, be watchful ip doing his Ssnaeeene: 











FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Perhaps no principles are more 


efficient supporters of the doctrine of Calviniem than 
ignor nce and its concomitant, Prejudice. The fol- 
lowing are specimens. 

A believer in the impartial grace and goodness of 
God, had a female relative, who was strictly orthodox, 
She was fond of reading, and he frequently furnished 
her with books. It however happened, at. one time, 
that he handed her one that espoused the Universalian 
system. This, the good old lady was too pious to 
read, it was laid aside with, holy anger, and a prohibition 
enacted, against receiving more books from her oblig- 
ing friend. 

Some time afterwards, however, the old lady having 
‘read out,” as the saying is, consented to receive 
another book from .the same source, provided it were 
not, to use her words, ‘* a Univarsal Book.*’ The con- 
dition was complied with, when lo! to the great grief 
of the good old lady, and in defiance of the good faith 
that should keep treaties inviolate, there was put into 
her hands, ** Butler’s Universal History,”? &c. A sin- 
gle glunce at the title page was suffictent—the book 
was iramediately denounced as a damnable work, and 
in spite of all remonstrance or explanation, returned to 
the owner, with posifive orders never to offer her 
another. 

Not long since a man, who was member of an ortho- 
dox church, was inquiring of a friend, what where the 
sentiments of the Unitarians, After having beard the 
exposition, he expressed a general satisfaction with 
most of the system, declared he knew many of the or- 
der whom he believed to be good men—but said he, 
“| cannot say that | like the system as well as 1 should, 
were it not for the ** Uni; for it sounds too much like 
Universalist. 

No wonder that the doctrines of a partial creed may 
bid defiance to reason and scripture, as long as they are 
supported by such, to use a paradox, ** Dark Lights.” 

AMICUS. 
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Mr. Bowen,— When our public teachers make state- 
meuts to their hearers, which are manifestly incorrect, 
itis a duty which we owe to ourselves and to our fellow 
men, to correct them, so far as we are able. And 
through the medium of your useful paper, I wish to 
make some remarks on a discourse delivered in Park- 
street Church, on the evening of the 30tb May. 

The speaker had much to say respecting the pleas- 
ures of sin; telling his hearers, that if they would be 
happy in the world to come, they must deny them- 
selves the pleasures of sin in this; and much wore to 
the same purpose, 

Now | would ask the learned clergyman, whether be 
has by experience found that a life of sin is preferable 
to a life of holiness, provided, there was no such state 
of future retribution in the world to come, as he now 
believes there is? Whether he believes that siv is pro- 
ductive of happiness im this world? If he does, he 
thinks very differently from the Prophets and Apostles ; 
they believed that ** the way of the transgressor was 
hard’—that it was ** hard to kick against the pricks.” 
They believed and taught that the certain consequen- 
ces of sin was misery ; they did not place their happi- 
hess in the works of the flesh and of sin; but in keep- 
ing the commandments of the Lord, and obeying bis 
statutes ; im doing whieh there was * great reward.” 

! dismiss this subject with one remark. If ¢in afford 


more happiness, than holiness, instead of praying to be 
mode perfect and holy, every one ought to pray to be 
permitted to remain in sin eternally. 

‘But this was not tbe only exceptionable part of his 
discourse ; referring to Christ he said — 
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** When he who once vouchsafed to bear 

The sickning anguish of despair,’ &c. 

The speaker evidently had more regard to rhyme than 
to scripture in this case, St. Paul exhorts his friends to 
be patient, ‘* Looking unto Jesus—who for the joy 
that was set before him, endured the cross, despising 
the shame,” &c. But if Jesus ever suffered the pangs 
of despair, with what propriety was he held up as an 
example of patience? Beside, if he knew the conse- 
quences of his sufferings, how could he despair? The 
fact is, he, knowing all the consequences attending his 
undertaking, did come into this world to take away 
the sin thereof—consequently could not dispair. 

This clergyman cannot deny that Christ did possess 
this knowledge, because he believes to have been the 
only living God. This leads to one consideration— 
Can the God of heaven feel the anguish of despair? 
What more unreasonable proposition could be stated ? 

It is devoutly to be wished that the people might be 
aroused from the lethargy which bas so long benumbed 
the powers of their minds, shake off the fetters of 
priestcraft and superstition, and be made free in the 
glorious liberty of the gospel. Rosinson. 
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THE UNREASONABLENESS OF THE OPPO- 
SITION TO THE DOCTRINE OF GOD'S 
UNIVERSAL AND EQUAL LOVE. 


Why should erring man contend 
Christ is not (he sinner’s friend? 
For the sinner Jesus died, 

For the sinner Jesus cried 

* Father, forgive’’—And Jesus rose 
The congq’ror of the sinner’s foes. 


Why should angry zealots rave, 

When ‘tis proclaim’d that Christ will save 
The sinner 2 Why should they declare 
That sinners have no portion where 
They all expect at last to come ?— 

Their endless, happy, holy home. © 


If Christ for sinners bas no love, 

Then bow can these their doctrine prove, 
That few at Jast will happy be 

In realms of light and purity ? 

** For all have sinned,” all gone astray 
And turned each ‘* to his own way.” 


Self-righteous mortal, look within, 
Thou thinkest thou art free from sin ! 
And this will shew thou art perverse, 
Yea, this will prove thine endless curse, 
If, as you sometimes say you kuow, 
Jeboyah is éhe sinner’s foe. 


But the Supreme, enthron’d above, 
Doth his own sinful offspring love. 

He sent his Son for them to die, 

He raised his Son for them on bigh ; 
He gave them hope that they should be 
Happy in immortality. 


He loves them with ap equal love ; 
This al! the works of Nature prove ; 
This earth and heaven manifest, 
This sing the spirits of the blest, 
This is the theme of angels—This 

Is the sole fountain of ali bliss. 


— 3 eae 


SELECTED. 


There is a hope—a blessed hope—— 
More precions and more bright, 

Than all the joyless mockery 
The world esteems delight. 


There is a star—a lovely star— 
That lights the derkest gloom, 
And sheds a peaceful radiance o'er 

The prospect of the tomb. 


There is a voice—a cheering voice-~ 
That lifts the soul above, 

Dispels distrustful anxious doubt, 
And whispers, ‘* God is love :”’ 


That voice is heard from Calv’ry’s height, 
And speaks the soul forgiven— 
That star is revelation’s light— 


That hope the hope of heaven. 3. 7. M. 


et 
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An Important hint to Preachers. 


St. Paul says, to the Corinthians, ‘* We preach not 
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves 
your servants for Jesus’ sake.” 

That the preacher may be sure that he goes accord- 
ing to this rule, it is expedient that he understands 
what it is to preach ourselves, what is meant by preach- 
ing Christ the Lord, and what is meant by our being 
the servants of the people fer Jesus’ sake. 

1. If we preach creeds, which are the inventions of 
men, we, in a sense, preach ourselves; for we preach 
a wisdom which is not from above, and therefore must 
be earthly. It makes no difference what this creed is, 
if it owe its origin to men’s inventions, however impos- 
ing its dogmas may be, however flattering to the vanity 
of partial minds, and however devoted we may feel to 
the support of its cause, our zeal and efforte can never 
make it the gospel of Christ. Churches may be gath- 
ered, sanctuaries erected for the support and defenee 
of human creeds, seminaries may be instituted to con- 
tribute to their support, learning and talents may be 
devoted to the same object, bopes and fears, to the ex- 
tent of human imagination, may be pressed into this 
service, and after all Jesus and his religion are out of 
the question. 

2. Preachers preach themselves when they have 
much to say concerning their love and regatd to the 
people. It is pot unfrequept to hear preachers exert 
themselves, in the most affecting language, to persuade 
their hearers to believe that they are exercised with a 
most sincere coricern for their salvation from the vin- 
dictive vengeance of the divine Being, and with a tender 
love for their immortal souls, and their eternal welfare. 
Night and day, they tell the people, that they are de- 
roted to the work of their salvation, and that they are 
willing to spend their strength, and even their lives to 
save poor souls from endless ruin. Al! this is preach- 
ing themselves. And by such preaciing people may 
know that the preacher is false. Jesus says; *‘ He 
that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory, but he 
that seeketh the glory of him that sent him, the seme 
is true, end there is no unrighteousness in him.” The 
conclusion from this passage is evident, thet he who 
speaks of himself is not true, and that unrighteousness 
is in him. 

Nor is it difficult to discern their unrighteousness ; 
for they arrogate to themeelves a better character than 
they allow to Jesus Christ. These preachers of them- 
selves, will contend that they would save ai] men if it 
were ip their power, that not one soul would be lost # 
they had the power and means to bring all mew to re- 
pentance ; and yet they allow that all] power is given 
to Jesus Christ, but will not allow that be will exert 
his power to save all whom he can! Is not this an wt- 
tempt in the servant to be above his Lord? Did Jesus - 
ever appoint mivisters, who were more holy, more ° 
harmless, having more pity, and more compassion on 
those who are out of the way than himself? How 
much honor do such preachers render the Saviour of the 
world? Let us suppose a case: One of our pretended 





godly ministers enters into a family where are a goodly 
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number of children with their kind, affectionate mother. | 
The minister goes seriously to work to meke this moth- | 
er and her children believe that they ere all exposed to vi tog 7 
divine vengeance in the eternal world, and that he has Among professors of the Christian Religion, it ts rea 

idily conceded that the authority of the Scriptures is 


come to assist them to make theirescape. He puts on | : y teh : 
a most sed and dismal countenance, he groans, he sighs, | Supreme and by its testimony our faith is to be govern 


and speaks of their danger and of his own deep concern | ed. 


Voice of Scripture. 


——— 


out of the world, in their present state, there would be 
no mercy for them; 


tion of those who may feel desirous of knowing the 
wil] | reasons of our faith. 

N. B. In reading these promises, you are invited to 
bear in mind, that ‘* He that hath promised is faithful 
to perform—For God is not slack cencerning his pro- 
AN ABRAHAMIC BELIEVER, 


divine favor. 

Now if they believe what their minister says, 
they not love him better than they do the great Cap- 
tein of our salvation? This point isclear. Let us, 

3.. Inquire what it i¢ to preach Jesus Christ. The °° 
answer is easy ; he must be preached as God preached | mises.” 
him in his promises, as he preached him by bis pro- 
ow and as Jesus himself and his apostles preached 

im. 

When God said to the serpent; I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed, it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
broise his heel, when he said to Abraham; * In bless 
ing | will blees thee, and in multiplying | will «. ultiply 


In the seed of Abraham, was all the nations, families, 
| & kindreds of the earth to be blessed, which was Christ. 
Genesis iii 14.15. xii3. xviii l8. xxii 18. xxvi-4. 
xxviii 14. Acts iii 25 26. 

God will have all men to be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth.—1 Tim. ii 3 4 5 6. 

That in the dispensation of the fulness of times, he 


i i I} thi in Christ, bot! 
thee; and in thee, and in thy seed, shall all the nations — — —- a > prog . : 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in 


be blessed,”’ he preached Jesus Christ. When the pro- |. . a? die , 
phet David said ; ‘* 1 will declare the decree, thou art bim.—Eipb. 1S—10. Dan. iy 36. tsa. xiv 10. 


my son, this day have | begotten thee. Ask of me and | SONEnS t Siig FOS Gere Cmaps of gree joy OaNe 


A a i ile a le tak } shall be to all people.—Luke ii 10. 
eee nee enerre se CMNRTSRDOADDS ORE) nS is Adem ofl dic, an0n.so in.Chelt chal ali be 


the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession,” be ‘ tl ‘ : 
ae : ' made alive.—1 Cor. xv 22. This is a life of immortal- 

preached Jesus Christ. In these words of leaiah ; |“ 

« Ynte us a child is born, unto us arson i< given, and | ity and glory. See verses 42, 44and 51, 55; the same 


the government shall be upon his shoulders, his name |in Rom. v 18. 


shall be called wonderful counsellor, mighty God, ever-| a ee eee See Se ee —— ee 
lasting Father and the prince of peace, of the increase preached unto you, whom the heaven must receive uu- 
of his government and peace there ehall have no end,”’ sb sShanmgs ieccn: oeg sou lobeccaiertgth renelpruntap a 
Jesus Christ is clearly preached. Also in the pee spoken by the mouth of all his boly prophets since the 
Selleminns “ All we lhe‘ shoeo * | world began.—Acts ni 20 21. 

‘ sd SOE regia pratiy a0. All the ends of the world shall remember and turn 


have turned every one to hie own way ; and the Lord 4 
bath bald on nth the iniquities po —" Ae 4 unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the vations sball 
, {worship before thee. — Psalms xxii 27. 


wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our | lb b eulf, th dob . 
iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was laid on efecto, ee, Sina ane Oe OF OF 
\egg.s in rightcousness aud shall not return that unto 


him, and by his stripes we are healed.*» Moreover by dee, evésy knee bhall bouilichd Gvety tenghie skal cubes, 


the following; ** tle said onto me, it is a light thing , . 
that thou shouldst be my servant to raise up the tribes surely shall fay, in the Lord have | righteousness aud 
strength,.—Isaiah xlv 23 25, 


of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel, I will) |. 
Through the greatness of thy power shal] thy ene- 


also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, thet thou] . ; 
mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.” nies submit themselves unto thee, and all the earth 
shall worship thee. —Psalms Ixvi 3 4. 


In the testimony of Jesus he is evident] hed. 
y ee ween All nations whom thou hast made shall come and 


He said; ‘** For God so loved the world, that he sent : : 
his only begotton Son, that whosoever believeth on him, rr Ree rR Pe ee oe eee 
xxxvi 9. 


mnight not perish, but have everlasting life. For God : , 
sent not his’Son into the world, to condemn the world, Fer then wil } tote to Che people 0 pure leaguige, 
but that the world through him might be saved.” that they muy all call on te name of the Lord, to 

He also says ;*** And I, if I be lifted up, will draw | Ve him with one consent.—Zeph. iii 8 9. 
ait Sallie asain deca And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the 

The current testimony of the apostles is to this a- qoeeng cast re oll people, snd the vail thet is 
mount—* As by the offence of one judgment came up- spread over all nations, he will swallow up death in 
on all men to condemnation, even so by the righteous- victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from 
ness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justi: off all faces, aud the rebuke of his people shall be take 
fication of life. For as in Adem all die, even so in| ®”4Y from all the earth, for the Lord hath spoken it.— 
Christ shall all be made alive.” leaish xxv 6 7 8. 

Contrary to the foregoing sample of divine testimony For the Lord will not cast off forever; but though he 
concerning Jesus, the true gospel can never be preach- | °@¥** grief, yet will he have compassion according to 
ed—Let the preacher remember this and govern bim- the multitude of bis merchies, for he doth not afflict 
self accordingly. willingly nor grieve the children of mwen.—Lam. iii 31 

Lastly ; ourselves your servants for Jesus sake. It| 2% 2% 
decomes the minister of Jesus to be humble, meek and His mercy endureth forever; and is repeated 26 
lowly, like hie master; and for the love he bears to the | “mee im this Psalm. Ps. exxxvi. 
cause of truth, to communicate the gospel faithfully, If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Fath- 
not.evdeavoring to accommodate it to the immagina-|&> Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the propitia- 
tions and doctrines of men, but to preach it in its na- | tion for our sins and not for ours only, but also for the 
live simplicity, H. B. sins of the whole world.—1 John ii 1 2. 

—_—_—__ Christ said, And I, if I be lifted up from the earth 
will draw all men unto me.—John xii 32. 

For the Son of man is come to seek and save that 

[which was lost.—Luke xix 10, 














True Humiliation, and absolute Resignation of all 
the desires and principles of the mind, to the opera- 
tions and disposals of the divine Providence, is man’s 
eest estate. 





— 


Being frequently asked why we believe in the 
for them. He tells them that should they be taken doctrine of Universal reconciliation and happiness, we 
‘beg leave to answer, because we find it promised in the 
and that Jesns, himself would. for- Scriptures: We have therefore embodied a few of these 


ever debar them from becoming the partakers of the promises in the following catalogue, for the satisfac- 















God sent his Son notin the world to condemns c 
world, but that the world through him might be saved. 
John itt 17. 

Christ tasted death for every man.—Heb. ii 9, 

God was in Christ reconciling the world unto him. 
self, not imputing their trespassee to them.—2 Coria. 
tiane v 19. 

And having made peace through the blood of his 
cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself, by 
him I say, whether they be things in heaven or things 


|in earth; and you that were sometimes alienated and 


enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath 
he reconciled.—Col. i 19 20 21. 

For when we were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly.—Where sin abounded 
grace did much more abound.—Rom. v 6. 20 21. 

If ye being evil, know how to give good gifs unte 
your children, how mach more shall your Father in 
heaven give good things to them that ask him.— Mat, 
vii 9 10 11. 

Nothing can separate us from the love of God.— 
Rom. viii 38 29, 

That at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth ; and that every tongue shall confess that Je- 
sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Phil. i 10 11. 

Aud every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are ir the sea, 
and all that are in them, heard | saying, blessing, and 
honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne and unto the Lamb, forever and ever. 
Rev. ¥ 13. 

For God hath not appoined us to wrath; bunt to obtain 
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together 
with him.—1 Thes. v 9 10. 

For! am merciful, saith the Lord, and will not keep 
anger for ever.—Jer. iii 12. 

For t will not contend forever, neither will I be al- 
ways wroth. | have seen his ways, and will heal 
him.—Isaiah Ivii 16. 18. 

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion. For therefore we both Jabor and suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour 
of all men, &c.—1 Tim. iv 9 10 11. ; 

Query. Howcan he be the Saviour of all men, if 
any of that family should be endlessly lost and misera- 
ble ? 

The last enemy shal] be destroyed, death.—1 Cor. 
xv 26. 

Query. Where chal] another enemy be found, when 
death which is the last shall be the destroyed. 





——— So 


INSTALLATION. 


On Monday, June 2d, was installed, as Pastor of 
the First Universalist Society in this town, the Rev. 
Davip PickERING. Lessons of scripture were read 
by Rev. Mr. Fuller, of Attleborough—introductory 
prayer by Rev. Mr. Killam, of Attleborough— Sermon 
by Rev. Mr. Bisbe, of Brookfield—(text Jeremiah 
xxiii. 28,) who ulso offered the toot lee prayer. The 
delivery of scriptures, charge, right band of fellowship, 
and concluding prayer, by Rev. Mr. Dean, of Borton. 
Benediction by the Pastor elect. The approprote 
and impressive services were interspersed with hymns | 
suited to the occasion, and performed in a manner 
creditable to the choir. The day wes fine; the audi- 
ence numerous and attentive. —_Presidence Pat. 


(> As this number closes the 4th volume, the pub- 
lisher takes this opportunity to return his sincere thanks 
to his subscritiers, for their liberal patronage, and 
hopes fora continuance of the same. A title page an 
index to this volume will be soon completed avd for- 
warded. Owing to new arrangements, if js made ne- 
cessary that ull unsettled accounts should be immedi- 
ately closed to the end of this volume. 

The terms of this paper have always been $7.50 per 
anpum, in advance, and asa further mducementto our 
subscribers to be tual in future, a deduction of 50 





cents will be made to al] wmo PAY tN ADVANCE. 














